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indifferent quality. This state of affairs is not, of course,
peculiar to the U.S.S.R, It is common in the graduate
schools of American and even some British universities.
It seems to be an inevitable consequence of the generous
endowment of research. The significant point is that the
Soviet Union is not exempt from it, and the planners of
Soviet science have not found a way to cure it. The result
of it is that the average quality of scientific work in the
Soviet Union is low, -simply because there is an excess of
low-quality workers; and the achievements of Soviet
science are no more than the achievements of a small band
of first-class scientists.
(d) Two qualifications must be added to these three
opinions about the quality of Soviet science. The first is
that certain kinds of research requiring team-work can be
done better in the U.S.S.R. than elsewhere, and, under a
good leader, remarkable results can be obtained. Thus in
the fields of exploration, surveys of vegetation and soils
and minerals, mapping, and so on, the achievements of the
U.S.S.R. in so short a time are remarkable and greatly
surpass anything the British Empire has done. These
achievements are due simply to the fact that the Govern-
ment finances such enterprises without question, and,
apart from the leader, they do not need first-class scientists.
The second qualification is that the U.S.S.R. has built a
much firmer bridge between pure science and practical
application than exists in other countries; so that a new
chemical process* or a new crop variety, or a new technique,
can be readily tried out on a * pilot-plant scale *. In fact
there is too great a temptation to work on lines which lead
to quick results; for if the results of scientific research are
shown to have practical application there is a bonus for
the inventor (the originator of a new potato variety may
get a prize of 50,000 roubles), and even coveted medals
and decorations. The Stalin prizes for science, of which
,a hundred are awarded each year, very often go to the man
or woman who has concentrated on utilitarian research.

